
AMOUNT ADDED TO THE U.S. FEDERAL DEBT BY PRESIDENT 1980-2014 
($ TRILLIONS) 

 

 
 

(Source: U.S. Dept of Treasury) 

 

In the early 1980’s U.S. federal budget deficits soared at rates not seen before.  Public and private 

officials and leaders were panicked over America’s growing debt burden and the growing share of the 

budget taken by interest on the national debt.  Thirty-five years later the problem is exponentially 

worse.  The 1980’s cry of “crowding out” inducing higher long-term interest rates has been proven 

wrong;  the crowding out has instead manifested in dependency, low productivity, a smaller private 

labor force, and a record size federal labor force.  With each Presidency, each year more debt, real 

per capital GDP continues to decline, America’s outlook continues to worsen.  President Obama will 

have watched the U.S. federal debt grow by $8.5 Trillion during his administration; the most in the 

history of the human race.  The world won’t allow this to go on much longer.  The Treasury Budget is 

released every month for the prior month.         
 

2015 (amount added, $ billions) 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

17.5 192.3 59.9 -157         
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